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Ibn al-Shir

Ibn al-Shir (b. probably 705/1306, 
d. 777/1375–6) was one of the most 
important astronomers of pre-modern 
Islam, writing on a variety of topics 
and producing one of the most innova-
tive astronomical systems prior to the 
advances of early modern Europe. His full 
name is Al al-Dn Ab l-asan Al b. 
Ibrhm b. Muammad b. al-Humm Ab 
Muammad b. Ibrhm b. assn b. Abd 
al-Ramn b. Thbit al-Anr al-Aws. 
Sources do not agree about his birth 
date, but the one reported by al-afad 
(15 Shabn 705/2 March 1306), who 
met Ibn al-Shir, seems the most reliable 
(al-afad, 20:302).

Ibn al-Shir was born in Damascus. His 
father died when he was six, after which 
he was raised by a cousin on his father’s 
side, who was married to Ibn al-Shir’s 




